Salvage surgery.
Salvage surgery is an essential method in the armamentarium of the surgeon caring for the severely injured patient. The patient in unstable condition with multiple abdominal injuries is a challenge, even to the most experienced trauma surgeon. The first priority should be to control major vascular injuries and other sources of bleeding that are immediately life-threatening. Often after massive blood loss, the deadly triad of hypothermia, acidosis, and coagulopathy is present. Additional time in the operating room often worsens these physiologic parameters and patient outcome. Once surgically correctable bleeding has been addressed, such patients are best served by cessation of the operation, packing of the abdomen, and transfer to the intensive care unit. Resuscitative steps should then be taken. Once the physiologic derangement has been corrected, the patient can undergo definitive operative procedures.